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in abeyance. 


docility 


and authority. 


little 


— ' , TT is necessary to arrange 
forethought moment ; 

to an end at the rigi 


that occupations do come to an q{ ft chapter, or 

that bed-time does not arrive In such an event 

exciting moment oi a see lts way 

bef ° re Zi loM not feel itself 


at the most 
authority, which looks 


to allow five minutes dle abo ut indefinitely 

empowered to allow a child to dan a 

before saying good-night. faithful in all 

We need no, add that authontymju^an and ^ 

matters of promise-keeping , « . u e j s j n touch 

is why a good mother is the best home-ruler she t: s m 1 tou 

with [he children, knows their unspoken schemes and haM 
formed desires, and where she cannot yie , s ’ a- 

does not crush with a sledge-hammer, an instrument o 
rule with which a child is somehow never very sympathetic. 

We all know how important this, of changing children s 
thoughts, diverting, is in the formation of habit. Let us not 
despise the day of small things nor grow weary in well-doing, 
if we have trained our children from their earliest years 
to prompt mechanical obedience, well and good, we reap our 
reward. If we have not, we must lie content to lead by slow 
degrees, by ever watchful efforts, by authority never in 
abeyance and never aggressive, to “ the joy of self-control/' 
the delight of proud chivalric obedience which will hail a 
command as an opportunity for service. It is a happy thing 
that the “difficult ” children who are the readiest to resist a 
direct command are often the quickest to respond to the 
stimulus of an idea. The presentation of quickening ideas 
is itself a delicate art, but we have not space to go into 
that matter. 

To conclude, authority is not only a gift, but a grace ; and, 

“ As every rainbow hue is light, 

So every grace is love.” 

Authority is that aspect of love which parents present to 
eir c 1 dren , parents know it is love, because to them it 
means continual self-denial, self-repression, self-sacrifice: 
re n recognise it as love, because to them it means quiet 
s and gaiety of heart. Perhaps the best aid to the 
mamtenance of authority in the home is for those in authority 
emse ves daily that question which was pre- 
sumptuously put to our Lord-Who gave thee this authority? 


BOOKS. 


Vittorino da Feltre and other Humanist Educators by W H 
Woodward (Cambridge University Press, 6/-). This volume ’is somethin? 
more than an interesting study in the by-ways of history. True it treats 
of the schoolmasters— especially of perhaps the most famous’ of them, 
Vittorino himself— of that most fascinating period, the early days of the 
Renaissance, the revival of learning. But the real value of the work to us 
is that it shows on what liberal lines the humanist schoolmaster dealt with 
the questions which are debateable ground to-day. The radical fault of our 
English thought and opinion on the subject of education seems to be that we 
have somehow lost the sense of historical perspective. At each new idea, 
which we believe we have ourselves conceived, we cry— 44 We are the people”; 
“ Never was education like unto ours.” And here, towards the end of the 
fourteenth and early in the fifteenth centuries, we have every one of our vexed 
questions answered with liberality and philosophic conviction to which we 
have not attained. Should girls have equal advantages with boys ? Vittorino 
taught girls and boys together. Is early education important? He laid 
himself out for children of five years old. Should lessons be pleasant? 
La Giocosa not only named but described his school. Should there be a 
mixture of classes in a school ? He taught children whom he educated 
out of his large charity with the children of princes. Do we desire a wide 
and liberal curriculum ? This was what he accomplished— Latin and 
Greek, Arithmetic, Geometry, Algebra, Natural Philosophy, Euclid, 
Astronomy, Natural History, Music, Choral Singing, Dancing, all Games 
for the training and exercise of the body, and a good deal besides. 
Plutarch was made much use of as an educational instrument, being 
employed with the Bible to teach morals. Does it distress many a mothei 
that her son should wade through the pages of classic authors too apt 
to be unchaste ? Such authors were not admitted into the curriculum ot 
Vittorino. Do we pride ourselves on the higher education of women. 
This is an old story in Italian education, where women were advance to 
professional chairs even in universities for men. Are we beginning to exp ^ 
that parents should be seiious students of the philosophy o e uca 
This was a matter of course for the fifteenth century parent, ^to w 
the schoolmaster looked for intelligent co-operation. Weoweagre 
to Mr. Woodward for focusing our loose thoughts on t ie su J ec f 

Renaissance in Italy. Parents who wish to have just and libera he 

education, not limited by the last output of the last knglis wr ^ 

subject, will do well to give this volume a careful and stu 1 P 
We hope later to treat this subject more fully in the y s pe ncer 

Chapter on the Aims and Practice of Teaching , e i e preface 

ambridge University Press, 6/-). Mr - Spencei te ® his effort to 
it is the educational zeal of Wales we have o . ,, does 

deal with “the problem, how best to teach whatever is « • ofin8 truc- 

thls ^ giving twelve chapters or articles upon as many subjects 
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. the authority of specialists 

«... The -to2p“r d Alg^ 

with the insight Of educations t History. GeograP". *> 

sentence of Mr. Goschen|s f cited inconn i results will disappoint 

••You may drive people "work Greater knowledge » good but 

you unless you make them fond of wor „ We thlD k this is 

'here is a higher ideal-greater love of too g make themselves 
a volume with which teachers and parents 

familiar. Genesis, Edited by K. G. 

The Modern Reader s Bible, Part ^ tells us that the 

Moulton, M^A. (Macmillan & - / ) p of Israel as presented 

purpose of his series is, the History B . . . setting 

by themselves. The beautiful Bible legends read well n the.r ^setting 
of consecutive narrative, on a nicely printed page ; but the passages on 
wishes to omit are more startling than before in this modern dress. W e 
cannot help hoping that this Bible, published in a series o inu ing sm 
volumes, may bring us a step nearer to the Children's Bible we 
long desired; but, let us say it boldly and strongly, passages should 
be expunged from the Children's Bible relating episodes which it cannot 
conceivably be the Divine will that children should be made familiar with. 
There is a real danger in putting the Bible, as it stands, into the hands 
of children. We should like, in this connection, strongly to recommend 
7 he Bible /or Home Reading , by C. G. Montefiore (Macmillan & Co., 6/*). 
It is prepared for Jewish household reading, and, naturally, contains the 
Old Testament only ; but we believe that many Christian households would 
value the connected arrangement and the exceedingly valuable comments 
of the author. 


OUR WORK. 

House of Education . — Anyone wishing for a Probationer for the summer 
holidays should apply as soon as possible to the Secretary. There will 
probably be one or two vacancies for T hree Mo?iths' Students { who do not 
propose to teach) for the term beginning October ist. We hope as many 
ex-students as possible will be present at the Conference. 

Parents' Rtvitw School.— The summer term begins April 26th. W e 
ope that many parents will attend the Conference in May. It is desirable 

anH ° ^ ^ S ^ 0U ^ be definitely members of the Union, 

and should be in touch with the work generally. 

mana.Jetnh^ U T a **A* ,a * f* ourse -~~^ e hope as many members as can 

will Five a in ^ ° n attenc ^ *be Conference, and that the meetings 

out education^ 6 ° community to the labours of students w orking 

out educational problems each in her own home. 

many of ^ a7 en J^ Peview .— The Editor earnestly hopes that as 

1 igen readers of the Parents' Review as can accomplish it 
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•11 identify themselves still more closely with the P.N E U Kv off 
^Conference. W. believe ,ha, .hese meetings 

to the work. 

Natural History Club.- 1 he Committee have decided that the Annual 
Exhibition of Collections, etc., shall in future be held at the time of the 

Annual Meeting of the Parents National Educational Union, when many 

country members are in town. The Exhibition will therefore be held this 
vearfrom May 24 th-2 9 th (inclusive) at 50 Porchester Terrace, Bayswater 
(close to Queen s Road Station). The exhibition will be on view from 
,0 a.tn. to 6 p.m. each day, except on Monday, May 24th, when it will open 
at 2.30 p.m. All exhibits should reach Mrs. Franklin, 50, Porchester 
Terrace, London, W., not later than May 21st, and stamps should be 
enclosed for return postage. The Committee will be glad to receive this 
year exhibits which have already been shown, where fresh collections, etc., 
cannot be made. The following suggestions as to possible exhibits may 
be found useful : — 

1. — Pressed specimens of our earliest spring flowers,— specially designed 
to show from what flowers the bees derive their first supplies of honey 
wherewith to replenish the exhausted combs. Thus, specimens may be 
collected of the following Willow, Primrose, Dog Violet, Sweet Violet, 
Buttercups, Marsh Marigold, Dead Nettle, Wood Anemone, Ground Ivy, 
Purple Orchis, etc., — the point, however, being to select those which the 
bees are observed to visit. The observation of the collector must determine 
which out of the list given are flowers frequented by bees. 

2. — Most of our forest trees flower early before the leaves are put forth. 
A collection of such dowers would be interesting, — the reason for the early 
flowering being that the majority of such flowers are fertilized by the 
agency of the wind, and the presence of leaves would hinder the fulfilment 
of this purpose. Specimens could be obtained of the following : — Hazel, 
Alder (secure the fertile catkins of the present year, with those of la^t 
season, the latter persisting), Elm, Ash, Lilac, Privet, \ew, Box, Juniper, 
Beech, Poplar, etc. 

3 — Collection of Roots, to illustrate Junior Botany Letter for October, 
1895. Specimens to be named and briefly described. 

4. — Collections showing development of germinating plant in various 
stages. 

5 - — Collections of Plants and Flowers (fresh and dried), illustrating some 
peculiar characteristic, — plants that climb with their leaves (Pea), 
plants that climb with their stems (Convolvulus), etc. 

b Collections illustrating some particular district, e '&' } ** 0 

beach accompanied by specimens of rocks of which the clift is forme , st j 
by descriptions of the locality where they are found, bresh watei 
collections might be arranged in the same way. 

1 or further suggestions see Annual Report of Natural is °ry 
be obtained from Miss Blogg, 28, Victoria Street, S.W. (pnee 45 ■ .) ^ 

. n con nection with the above Exhibition, a lecture to c 11 r ^ 
f Ven « 50 , Dorchester Terrace, Bayswater, on May ^ 

( P m., liy Miss Simpson, of the Yoiksl.ire College. Lee • pjj 
bei "« “ The Life-History of a Ba.te.fly." illus.ra.ed b, lantern 



